



CONCEPTUAL SCHEME

                                 REFUGEE PROTECTION PROVISION





Asylum seekers/refugees 




                      perceived as

         Benefit
  




                   Cost
   A)  ALTRUISTIC PUBLIC GOOD                                                          B) SECURITY PUBLIC GOOD
Fulfilling ethical and legal norms  (benefit)                            Containing the refugee flow (benefit)






                                 Result in                                                                                               Result in
ACCEPTING REFUGEES/ASYLUM SEEKERS
   NOT ACCEPTING REFUGEES/ASYLUM SEEKERS

CHARACTERISTICS (PUBLIC and GLOBAL/REGIONAL):

· PUBLIC (non excludable; non-rivalrous; free riding problem):
A) In the altruistic public good, the benefit of fulfilling legal norms produces a global/regional legal order and stability that is enjoyable from the other states.
B) In the security public good the benefit of containg the refugee flow can produce a global/regional security that other states enjoy.
C) Free-riding problem (just goods that are public in nature): if one state admits refugees , others will benefit from order and security regardless of their own admissions.
· GLOBAL/REGIONAL
A) Non excludable; non rivalrous
B) Global as it affects all the states, global in scope (in the case of the EU, it woud be regional)
There are some public goods inherent in the provision of refugee protection (Suhrke, 1998). If refugees/asylum seekers as seen as a benefit, the public good (altruistic) inherent in the provision of refugee protection will produce public benefits (non-excludable and non-rivlarous): fulfilling legal norms that provide stability in the region. In the case of the EU, if a Member State accept refugees/asylum seekers, the benefit of more stability and order in the EU will be enjoyed by other Member States. 
On the other hand, if refugees/asylum seekers as seen as a cost, the security public good inherent in the provision of refugee protection will produce public benefits (non-excludable and non-rivalrous): mitigating or containing the migrant flow provides the benefit of more security in the region. In the case of the EU, if a Member State do not accept refugees/asylum seekers, the benefit of more security for the EU will be enjoyed by other Member States.
In both cases, public benefits are not on being the provider of in-country protection, but simply on perceiving them to be benefits. It is also showed the free-riding problem, if one state admits refugees, others will benefit from the produced benefits regardless of their own admission (this is a characteristic of goods that are public).
When it comes to define the level of public goods, Global public goods are characterized by 1) non-excludability and non-rivalry; and 2) that are global in scope (that is, that affect all states). In the case of the EU, refugee protection may be identified as a regional public good as the international refugee governance has been identified as a global public good and the EU applies its legal form (UN Geneva Convention), its effects in the EU are regional (affects Member States).
